
About ADR

As the umbrella organisation of organised cattle production in Germany, Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutscher Rinderzüchter (ADR) comprises all breeding organisations and organisations for artificial insemination and nearly all embryo transfer institutions for cattle, the milk recording organisations and the data center in Verden.

Assignment

ADR represents the interests of organised cattle production on national and international level and coordinates within Germany the fields of breeding, artificial insemination, milk and quality recording and breeding value estimation. In addition, ADR is concerned with actual questions in exchange with the political and administrative level, the other umbrella organisations within the agricultural sector und subsequent fields.

Contribution to legislation

ADR is contacted when matters as cattle identification, animal breeding law, eradication of zoonoses, animal welfare, biotechnology or market are discussed in Bonn and Brussels. In such meetings ADR represents the interests of organised animal breeding and of the farmer. 

Artificial insemination and biotechnology 

In the fields of artificial insemination and embryo transfer uniform hygiene and quality standards must be developed and implemented on national and EU level. Increasing international trade requires manifold activities to harmonise regulations in the fields of hygiene and breeding. In addition questions as training of AI technicians and biotechnology. Since 1995, German institutions have been working on behalf of ADR and the Federal Ministry for Education and Research on a research project for genome analysis. By means of markers the loci of significant production traits on chromosomes, can be determined. Thereby, breeding selection will be improved and facilitated. 

Animal welfare

The improvement of animal welfare is an important task of ADR. In cooperation with the Veterinary University in Hanover ADR accomplished tests for methods of animal transportation in terms of animal welfare subject to conditions in practice. Thus new recommendations could be developed which might serve as a basis for legislation in Brussels. 

Animal health

ADR is concerned with actual questions of animal health. Guidelines and regulations for disease control are discussed and elaborated with the Federal Ministry for Consumer Protection, Nutrition and Agriculture (BMVEL). Import and export regulations for breeding animals and semen are regularly harmonised among the departments in charge in Germany and abroad and Federal Ministry of Agriculture. 

Marketing

ADR supports the worldwide exportation of German cattle genetics by elaboration of improved export conditions. The participation in fairs and exhibitions abroad is sponsored by the Federal Ministry of Agriculture as well as the invitation of foreign delegations and the organisation of promotion events in countries of special interest. 

International contacts

In Brussels ADR represents the interests of German cattle breeding through the 'Working Group on Breeding Cattle' within the Committee of Agricultural Organisations in the European Union (COPA/COGECA) and, since 01 July 2001, through an own office of the German Animal 

Breeders' Federation (ADT). On international level ADR contributes to the activities of the International Committee for Animal Recording (ICAR) and its subdivision INTERBULL In addition ADR is part of the Working Group of European Veterinaries, the European Association for Animal Production, the International Federation for Animal Breeding (IFAB) and the Farm Animal Industrial Platform (FAIP). In cooperation with the ADT Projekt GmbH ADR is considerably involved in the development of cattle breeding in Middle and Eastern Europe.

Breeding aspects

ADR coordinates the necessary activities of breeding organised in the umbrella organisation for three races –German Holstein Association (DHV), Federation of breeding and artificial insemination organisations in Southern Germany (ASR) and the Federal Association of German beef cattle breeders and Producers (BDF).

Cattle identification

ADR has collaborated in the development of a unique numbering system in all Federal States, the development of identification certificate and the Central Data Bank (HIT) for all cattle kept in Germany and is involved in the enhancement of conventional cattle identification (ISO) and electronic tagging methods.

Milk and quality control 

By means of guidelines and recommendations ADR lays down uniform standards for on-farm milk recording following international principles. How could milk recording be done on farms using milking robots? Which methods of milk analysis are the safest? How is data transfer handled between farm computer and data centre? Besides breeding aspects ADR guidelines and recommendations apply to questions of meat performance testing, milking period, fertility and udder health. 

Breeding value estimation

ADR contributes to the enhancement of breeding value estimation for cattle and to the implementation of national and EU-regulations as well as INTERBULL-recommendations.  
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